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What Is EQUIVAQ And How Can It Help My Business?

EQUIVAQ is a proprietary software suite from MLC CAD Systems designed to enhance your SOLIDWORKS PDM by improving data 

visibility and automating processes. It’s flagship solutions are:

• Assign with Notification: automates file assignments, ensuring everyone knows what they need to do, reducing miscommunication.

• Design Binder: keeps track of design changes automatically, linking affected files for better compliance and traceability.

• ATLAS Server: gives you real-time insights with dashboards, so you can make informed decisions and keep track of your data 

effortlessly.

What Is EQUIVAQ And How Can It Help My Business?
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Benefits

• Less Manual Work

• Process Automation

• Fewer Errors

• Ease of Use

• Better Data Visibility

Business Outcomes

• Increased Productivity

• Better, Data-Driven Decisions

• Faster Product Turnaround

• Improved Employee Experience

• More Accurate Forecasting & Planning



Challenge & Solution #1

Challenge #1: Tracking Who’s Working on What

Without a clear assignment process, tasks get lost in the shuffle. Team members waste 

time tracking down updates, and managers struggle to see who’s responsible for the 

next action.

PDM Professional offers notifications in workflow transitions, but it lacks historical 

tracking—you get a one-time notification, and then it’s gone.

Solution: Assign with Notifications Add-In

Wouldn’t it be great if PDM’s notification system could also assign files to users?

That’s exactly what Assign with Notifications does. By simply running a transition

and selecting the team member to notify, the "Assigned To" field on the data card is 

automatically updated.

Clear accountability—No more confusion about who’s responsible.

Easy searchability—Users and managers can quickly see who is working on what.

Seamless integration—Pairs with ATLAS Server Dashboards for real-time 

workload visibility.

What Challenges Does EQUIVAQ Solve?
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Challenge & Solution #2

Challenge #2: Manual, Error-Prone Change Processes

Many teams struggle with engineering change management:

Manually linking ECNs to affected files is time-consuming and error-prone.

Engineers often forget to update documentation, leading to audit issues.

Tracking affected files is a hassle, requiring engineers to sift through multiple 

documents.

Solution: Design Binder Add-In

The Design Binder Add-In eliminates these headaches by automating engineering 

change tracking.

Attach references instantly—Quickly link ECNs to affected files with a simple 

right-click.

Automatic data updates—ECN numbers are placed directly in the affected items' 

data cards.

Seamless reporting—ATLAS Dashboards integration provides a clear view of 

affected files across projects.

This ensures a fully documented change process with minimal effort, reducing errors 

and improving compliance.

Challenge & Solution #3

Challenge #3: Siloed Data & Manual Reporting Bottlenecks

Many teams are drowning in manual report overload:

Managers waste time pulling data from multiple sources.

Decision-makers without PDM access face delays in getting critical insights.

Engineering status updates require manual searches or team check-ins.

Solution: ATLAS Server Dashboards

ATLAS Server mines the data you already have in PDM and presents it in interactive, 

browser-based dashboards that anyone in the company can access.

Instant visibility—See where files are in workflows, pending approvals, and ECO 

status at a glance.

Interactive charts—Click on a chart section to filter and view a detailed list of files in 

that state.

Real-time insights—Managers can track workload distribution and ensure efficient 

resource allocation.

Easy customization—The Dashboard Designer lets you modify views for your 

specific needs.



Which EQUIVAQ Solution Is Right For You?

Questions To Determine Which EQUIVAQ Solution Is Right For You

Workload Distribution Management & File Assignment (Assign with Notification)

• Does your team use the notification feature in PDM Professional?

• How does your team currently track who is working on what within PDM?

• Does your management team have real-time visibility into workloads to help balance assignments effectively?

Reducing Manual Errors During Engineering Changes (Design Binder)

• How do you currently manage traceability for engineering changes in PDM?

• Do you manually enter in affected files to your EC form?

• Have you encountered issues with missing or outdated documentation with engineering changes?

• How confident are you that all affected files are being properly tracked and updated during an engineering change?

Decision Making & Reporting (ATLAS Server)

• How easy is it for leadership to get the data they need from PDM to make informed decisions?

• What is your process for identifying bottlenecks in your engineering workflow?

• Do you have a way to quickly see pending approvals or ECO statuses with affected files?
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Why Should I Choose EQUIVAQ If I Am About To Implement PDM?

Why Should I Choose EQUIVAQ If I Am About To Implement PDM?

Maximize the Value of Your PDM Investment from Day One!

When you invest in SOLIDWORKS PDM, don’t stop at just data management—unlock its full potential with EQUIVAQ’s powerful add-ins. 

ATLAS Server, Assign with Notification, and Design Binder enhance visibility, streamline collaboration, and automate key workflows, 

ensuring your team operates efficiently from the start. With real-time insights, automation, and simplified compliance, your PDM system 

becomes more than just a file vault—it becomes a productivity powerhouse.
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Why Should I Choose EQUIVAQ If I Already Have PDM?

Supercharge Your PDM for Greater Productivity & Visibility

If your team struggles with visibility gaps, manual processes, and siloed data, EQUIVAQ delivers smart automation and real-time 

insights to make PDM work for you. ATLAS Server enables data-driven decision-making with intuitive dashboards, Assign with 

Notification eliminates miscommunication with automated task assignments, and Design Binder simplifies compliance by tracking affected 

files effortlessly. Reduce errors, increase accountability, and optimize your PDM for peak performance.
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How Does Assign With Notification Work?

How Does Assign With Notification Work?

The Assign With Notification add-in simplifies the process of traceably assigning files to personnel to work on. By simply checking the box 

next to a users’ name when performing a transition, the add-in automatically places their name in the customizable “Assigned To” field of the 

data card, allowing easy tracking! This information can also be displayed easily in ATLAS Server dashboards. 
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How Does Design Binder Work?

How Does Design Binder Work?

Design Binder simplifies the process of attaching references to an Engineering Change Form. It takes a manual process, and automates it! 

All users need to do is right click the EC file and select “Attach References”, then select the affected files. The Add-in takes care of the rest 

and places the EC number in the affected files data card as well as fills out the “Affected Files” area of the EC Form! All while creating a PDM 

reference link between the EC and the affected files, giving you visibility into what is affected by each EC.
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How Does ATLAS Server Work & What Can I Dashboard? 

How Does ATLAS Server Work & What Can I Dashboard?

ATLAS Server can dashboard just about anything! Think of any KPI or Metric you use to monitor your team’s productivity…You can 

dashboard that with ATLAS Server! The Solution is very customizable and it integrates well with many other EQUIVAQ add-ins. 

Here are some examples below:
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Customer Success Story

Customer Success Story: Driving Business Outcomes with ATLAS Server

Challenge: Improving Workflow Visibility & Accountability in PDM

“Before ATLAS Server, our team struggled to keep track of tasks. Notifications were often ignored, and finding what needed to be done required multiple searches. We needed a better way to see 
pending work at a glance.” – MLC CAD Systems Customer

•Improve task visibility across teams and departments
•Enhance accountability by clearly showing ownership and progress
•Support data-driven decision-making with live, actionable insights
•Enable cross-functional collaboration without requiring additional PDM licenses

Solution: ATLAS Server for Real-Time Insights & Data-Driven Decisions

“With ATLAS Server, we no longer waste time searching for work. Everything we need is in one view, making it easier to prioritize tasks and meet deadlines.” – MLC CAD Systems Customer

Real-time, centralized task tracking, reducing time spent searching for work assignments
Department-specific dashboards to provide clear, focused insights for each team
Enhanced accountability tracking, ensuring tasks were completed on time and properly documented
Strategic, data-driven decision-making, empowering management with up-to-date performance metrics
License-free viewing, making insights accessible without requiring additional PDM seats

By integrating ATLAS Server dashboards, the company improved team alignment and unlocked valuable business insights, leading to measurable operational improvements.
Here’s an example of how ATLAS Server provided structured, real-time visibility into engineering tasks and approvals:

Business-Level Outcomes: Measurable Gains in Efficiency & Performance

The implementation of ATLAS Server led to significant business outcomes, enhancing operational efficiency and improving decision-making:
Increased productivity – Employees spent less time searching for tasks and more time executing them, leading to faster turnaround times.
Optimized resource allocation – Managers could quickly assess workload distribution and adjust priorities accordingly.
Improved accountability – With clear visibility into task ownership, teams stayed aligned, and leadership had a transparent record of completed work.
Stronger business intelligence – The company leveraged real-time data to identify trends, track performance against goals, and drive strategic decisions.
Higher return on technology investment – By extending the capabilities of SOLIDWORKS PDM with ATLAS Server, they maximized the value of their existing systems.

With ATLAS Server dashboards, leadership gained full visibility into critical business operations, ensuring that projects moved forward efficiently and that teams remained accountable:
By aligning technology with business outcomes, ATLAS Server helped the company enhance productivity, streamline decision-making, and drive measurable improvements in operational 
performance.

Customer Success Story – ATLAS Server
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FAQ - General

Frequently Asked Questions - General

•What is EQUIVAQ?

EQUIVAQ is a proprietary software suite from MLC CAD Systems designed to enhance your SOLIDWORKS PDM by improving data visibility 

and automating processes.

•How do EQUIVAQ solutions improve SOLIDWORKS PDM?

They automate functions, improve visibility, streamline engineering change process documentation, and enable data-driven decision-making.

•What are the key differences between EQUIVAQ solutions and standard SOLIDWORKS PDM features?

EQUIVAQ enhances PDM by providing automation, real-time insights through dashboards and easy file assignment with traceability, 

essentially allowing better management of engineering and design teams.

•How do I know if EQUIVAQ products are right for my company?

If you use SOLIDWORKS PDM and would like the ability to make better, more informed decisions, improved efficiency, and automation, 

EQUIVAQ solutions can help.
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FAQ - ATLAS Server

Frequently Asked Questions – ATLAS Server

•What does ATLAS Server do?

It provides real-time dashboards for tracking PDM data, balancing workloads, and making data-driven decisions.

•How does ATLAS Server improve workload balancing and decision-making?

It visualizes task distribution and workflow status, ensuring resources are effectively allocated.

•Can ATLAS Server display data from other sources?

Yes, ATLAS Server can utilize external data sources other than PDM, such as SQL databases or CSV data.

•What exactly can I dashboard with ATLAS Server?

You can dashboard virtually any data stored in SOLIDWORKS PDM or external data from sources listed above.

•What types of reports and insights does ATLAS Server provide?

It tracks engineering change orders (ECOs), pending approvals, overdue tasks, and workload distribution to name a few. Essentially, it can display reports for any 

data present in a PDM environment.

•Can ATLAS Server be used with SOLIDWORKS PDM Standard?

Yes! ATLAS Server queries the SQL database that PDM Standard runs on. It does not need to leverage the API like some of the other EQUIVAQ add-ins.

•Can you control who has access to the ATLAS Dashboard?

Yes! Since ATLAS Server runs on IIS, you can use built in IIS controls to determine who can see various dashboards.
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FAQ – Assign With Notification

Frequently Asked Questions – Assign With Notifications

•How does the Assign with Notification add-in work?

It automatically updates the "Assigned To" field in a PDM data card when users select a recipient for a transition notification. Without Assign 

with Notifications, this is a manual and time consuming task for multiple files.

•What problem does it solve in SOLIDWORKS PDM workflows?

It eliminates manual tracking, ensuring clarity on file ownership even if the file is not checked out.

•Does this feature work with other EQUIVAQ tools?

Yes, it integrates seamlessly with ATLAS Server, which can allow real-time visibility into team workloads.

•How does it improve visibility and accountability?

Managers can instantly see who is assigned to work on each file, even if the file is not checked out.
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FAQ – Design Binder

Frequently Asked Questions – Design Binder

•What is Design Binder, and how does it improve efficiency?

It automatically documents files affected by engineering changes, improving traceability and regulatory compliance. It also can write the 

affected files to XML style data cards automatically, eliminating missing documentation. The only input required from the user is a simple  

right click and selection of affected files. The add-in automatically creates a link between the EC file and the affected files, writes the   

affected files into the EC, and places the affected EC number into the data card of the affected files. Manually performing these actions  

could take hours per week with the risk of manual input errors.

•Is it easy to implement for teams already using SOLIDWORKS PDM Professional?

Yes, it installs quickly and integrates seamlessly with the SOLIDWORKS PDM Professional environment.

•Does it work across multiple locations or PDM vaults?

Yes, it can manage data across different sites since it is a PDM add-in and is centrally managed and deployed.

•What are the main benefits compared to manually tracking affected files?

Automation reduces errors, saves time, and ensures accurate documentation.

A red and black background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

Click To Go Home

Home with solid fill



FAQ – Implementation & Compatibility
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Frequently Asked Questions – Implementation & Compatibility

•Are EQUIVAQ products compatible with all versions of SOLIDWORKS PDM?

ATLAS Server is compatible with SOLIDWORKS PDM Standard and Professional.

Design Binder and Assign with Notifications are PDM Add-ins, and therefore are only supported by SOLIDWORKS PDM Professional.

•What is required for installation and setup?

ATLAS Server, Design Binder and Assign With Notifications all require a simple installation process with varying levels of configuration 

depending on the use case. ATLAS Server dashboards can be customized to display whatever data is relevant to the organization. Design 

Binder typically only requires selecting which fields represent the EC number on the affected files. However, additional PDM configuration 

may be required to achieve the automation of the affected files being listed in the EC document. Finally, Assign with Notifications simply 

requires a field to place the “Assigned” members name in on the data card of the affected files.

•How long does it take to implement EQUIVAQ products?

Implementations are typically completed within a few hours to a couple days depending on the complexity and scope of the project.

•Do you provide training for users and administrators?

Yes, training is available to help teams maximize their use.
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FAQ – Licensing & Support
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Frequently Asked Questions – Licensing & Support

•What is the pricing model for EQUIVAQ products?

• ATLAS Server: $5,000 / year

• ATLAS Server Dashboard Designer: $1,500 / year

• ATLAS Server Installation & Onboarding: $2,500

• Design Binder: $1,000 / yr

• Assign with Notification: $1,000 / yr

•Does MLC provide implementation services?

Yes! MLC CAD Systems provides implementation services tailored to your needs. Our team of experts ensures a smooth deployment of EQUIVAQ solutions, 

including installation, configuration, and training. We help integrate EQUIVAQ seamlessly into your workflows, maximizing efficiency and return on investment. 

Contact us to discuss your specific implementation requirements. Implementation costs can vary but typically range between $2,500 and $7,500 depending upon 

complexity.

•Do you offer subscription-based licensing or perpetual licenses?

Subscription based licenses only.

•Is there a free trial or demo available?

Trials are not currently offered. However, demos can be scheduled to see the products in action and validate and ideas or alleviate any concerns.

•What kind of support and updates are included with a purchase?

Support includes updates and troubleshooting for technical issues, machine-based how the support model works for SOLIDWORKS products.

•How does the license activation work?

All EQUIVAQ products are environment licensed, which means all users in the environment can benefit from the capabilities of the solution with a single license 

purchase. The exception to this is the Dashboard Designer, which is a machine-based activation.
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Typical Benefits & Business Level Outcomes
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Typical Business Level OutcomesTypical Benefits Experienced

• Less Manual Work

• Process Automation

• Fewer Errors

• Ease of Use

• Better Data Visibility

• Increased Productivity

• Better, Data-Driven Decisions

• Faster Product Turnaround

• Improved Employee Experience

• More Accurate Forecasting & Planning
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